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“Since the start of the Jama-Urji Farmers Managed Forestry 
Project, deforestation has greatly declined. One of the underly-
ing reasons given for such a change was the extensive awareness 
campaign, which has brought a change of perception and creat-
ed an understanding of the value of forest resources. Currently, 
most people are convinced that forest resources can be managed 
as a common property resource to the benefit of all the commu-
nity. The visible changes of increasing vegetation cover are well 
appreciated by the local community. The results of the forest as-
sessment also indicated widespread regeneration in parts of the 
forest area. Therefore, compared to the past when everyone had 
free access to the forest and the widespread extraction of forest 
products was taking place, the community’s sense of ownership 
has been instilled, thereby reducing the level of exploitation in the 
forest. Community representatives have acknowledged that a new 
of sense of ownership towards the forest resources exists and the 
collective care being practiced to prevent trespassers from outside 
has increased.”-Excerpt from “Jama-Urji Farmers Managed Forestry Project and the East 

African Afforestation Reforestation Programme”, the first report from the 
“Glimpse from the Sustainable Development Practitioner’s Lens” series
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A Glimpse from the Sustainable Development Practitioner’s 
Lens
HoA-REC&N to Launch New Series of Learning Reports

As part of HoA-REC&N’s continued efforts to promote and facilitate en-
vironmental governance and management, the organisation is proud 
to introduce the first in a series of learning reports titled, “A Glimpse 
from the Lens of the Sustainable Development Practitioner.” HoA-
REC&N is closely linked with both practitioners and researches in the 
field of environmental governance and sustainable development, and 
these reports will provide a tangible learning output that can propa-
gate environmental debates.

The series will hope to capture the background and challenges that 
HoA-REC&N and Network members face during implementation. At 
best, the reports will help sustainable development researchers recog-
nise on-the-ground realities, as the reports will provide “a glimpse from 
the lens of the sustainable development practitioner.”

The Jama-Urji Farmers Managed Forestry Project and East African Af-
forestation Reforestation Programme
The first in the series is a report on carbon financing that documents 
the development of the East African Afforestation Reforestation Pro-
gramme (EAARP) and, concurrently, the Jama-Urji Farmers Managed 
Forestry Project. The EAARP is a regional carbon programme under the 
Verified Carbon Standard, which will essentially serve as a framework 
for afforestation/reforestation carbon finance projects in Djibouti, Ethi-
opia, Kenya, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda. The EAARP provides a 
clear route to develop individual carbon projects under the EAARP um-
brella in each of the mentioned countries.

Concurrent to the development of the EAARP, HoA-REC&N and Arsi 
Nature Conservation and Environmental Development Association 
(ANCEDA) developed the first of potentially several projects under the 
EAARP umbrella - the Jama-Urji Farmers Managed Forestry Project. At 
Jama-Urji Mountain, the issuance of land certificates turned out to be 
a major learning point that helped lead to the project’s success. Look 
for the report on HoA-REC&N’s website (www.hoarec.org) in the com-
ing month

Measuring carbon stock at Jamma-Urji Mountain
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Thank you to our sponsors for making this months issue of the Horn 
Blower Light possible.

171 Countries Sign Climate Agreement on Earth Day
On Earth Day, 22 April 2016, a record number of nations to sign an in-
ternational treaty signed the Paris Agreement – 171 countries in total. 
The Paris Agreement, which was negotiated at the 21st Conference of 
Parties in Paris last December, outlines pledges from countries of the 
world to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions in an effort to keep 
global temperature rise below two degrees Celsius. 

While the US and China are the most conspicuous names to sign the 
Paris Agreement, all of the member countries of HoA-REC&N signed 
the agreement. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said, “Paris will 
shape the future generations in a profound way – it is their future that 
is at stake.” He emphasised the urgency of the agreement by stating 
that, “We are in a race against time. I urge all countries to join the 
agreement at the national level. Today we are signing a new covenant 
for the future.”

The ceremony capped years of negotiations, which led to the Paris 
Agreement. The Paris Agreement is historic in its ambition and level 
of international cooperation. However, it is argued that the agreement 
falls short because countries Intended Nationally Determined Con-
tributions (INDCs), i.e. how much greenhouse gas a country pledges 
to emit, are self-determined and fall short of halting a two degree in-
crease in global temperature. The agreement also falls short when it 
comes to finance for adaptation; the Horn of Africa region – an insig-
nificant contributor of global greenhouse gases – will need to greatly 
increase climate change resilience as temperatures rise.

Regardless, the record setting signing ceremony is a positive step for 
global efforts towards climate change adaptation and mitigation. How-
ever, as environmental ambassadors from the Horn of Africa Region, 
it will be increasingly imperative to urge greenhouse gas emitters to 
lower their INDCs and offer finance for climate change adaptation in 
areas most affected by global warming


