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Mr. Samba Harouna Thiam, Head 
of United Nations Liaison Office 
to AUC, UNECA and representa-
tive to Ethiopia stated that the 
year 2016 is and should be a year 
of brainstorming, reflecting, fos-
tering strategic partnership and 
building alliances towards the im-
plementation of the global frame-
works and Agenda 2063.

Mr. Thiam emphasised the spe-
cial role of the youth and women 
in achieving sustainable develop-
ment goals. Especially with 1.8 
billion young men and women 

across the planet, their active role is key to successful SDG implemen-
tation. As Africa celebrates the year of human rights (with a particular 
focus on women rights), the implementation of SDGs in Africa must 
consider women’s empowerment, and, especially, enhance their ac-
cess and control of environmental resources, such as land. 

Professor Alaphia Wright, Direc-
tor, UNESCO Liaison Office to AUC, 
UNECA and Representative to 
Ethiopia, took on a unique dimen-
sion of the SDGs by emphasising 
the need to have a common vision. 
“Can we as partners read from the 
same page? The answer is, yes, we 
can read from the same page, and 
the page is blank. Let’s first read it 
together,” he challenged the par-
ticipants. 

Prof. Wright went on saying, “In-
terestingly, in the whole sustain-
able development issues, there 
seems to be misplacing of or neglect of the vision. If we do not have 
the same vision, then our actions will work counterproductive to one 
another.” Finally, he stressed, “we should think more in terms of... what 
it means to see a world in which we, the people, of this world are en-
joying the impact of dignity, of peace, of prosperity.” 
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HoA-REC&N and TERI Hold First Africa Sustainable Develop-
ment Forum

HoA-REC&N and The Energy & Resources Institute (TERI) hosted the 
first Africa Sustainable Development Forum (ASDF) held from 11th to 
12th May 2016. The forum aimed to encourage people-to-people di-
alogue, foster understanding on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and define new partnerships at country level towards the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. The forum, which was held under the theme, 
“Partnership: The Core Issue if Sustainable Development,” brought to-
gether leaders from worlds of politics, civil society, research institutes, 
non-governmental organisations, academia and think thanks.
 
ASDF featured several special guests and speakers from Ethiopia and 
around Africa. For this issue of the Horn Blower Light, some of the most 
important comments from the forum have been summarised.

Dr. Araya Asfaw, Executive Direc-
tor of HoA-REC&N, described last 
year, 2015, as historic year for the 
landmark events in sustainable 
development that took place. Of 
note was the Financing for Devel-
opment Forum that took place in 
Addis Ababa in July, the adoption 
of Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and Agenda 2063, and the 
Paris Agreement that was reached 
during the 21st Conference of Par-
ties in December 2015. Dr. Araya 
noted that for these initiatives 
to move forward, partnership is 

needed to forge a sustainable and resilient pathway for people and the 
planet. 

Speaking of HoA-REC&N and its partners, Dr. Araya said, “Our Centre 
has been committed to forming and fostering partnership and coopera-
tion in all forms; we believe it is through partnership and cooperation 
that we can really get the work of development done.”
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Mr. Assegid Getachew, Represen-
tative of H.E Mr. Deriba Kuma, the 
Mayor of Addis Ababa gave the 
first of two keynote addresses at 
the forum. Mr. Assegid addressed 
some of the challenges the Ad-
dis Ababa City Administration 
had been facing in making Addis 
Ababa a resilient city. He noted 
that Addis Ababa is on the short-
list to become one of the resilient 
cities, which was announced on 
25 May 2016 in Nairobi as part of 
the 100 Resilient Cities Challenge, 
and Addis Ababa was named one 
of the 100 Resilient Cities. He also 

mentioned the partnership between the City Administration and HoA-
REC&N, especially regarding its effort to tackle waste management 
problems.

Ms. Girmawit Haile, Representa-
tive of H.E Dr. Shiferaw Teklemar-
iam, Minister of Environment, 
Forests Change, Ethiopia, gave the 
second keynote address where 
she mentioned that Ethiopia has 
mainstreamed climate issues in 
all its development plans includ-
ing the second Growth and Trans-
formation Plan (GTP). According 
to Ms. Girmawit, Ethiopia has 
already outlined the framework 
for how it should build a resilient 
economy in its Climate Resilient 
Green Economy (CRGE) Strategy.

Dr. RK Pachuari, President of World 
Sustainable Development Forum 
(WSDF) and Former Chairman of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) empha-
sised that it is critically important 
to realize that dealing with climate 
change and enacting the SDGs is 
going to be the top priority for the 
world, including Africa, which is 
going to be extremely vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change.  

Dr. Pachuari went on saying that 
the World has at present three 
challenges: Firstly, there is a need 
to understand that business as usual is not at all desirable, and it is 
not possible. Secondly, we should bring a shift in the very paradigm of 
development moving in a direction that ensures the sustainability of 
the ecosystems and the very structure in which economic development 
and growth takes place. And thirdly, leadership has to be taken by the 
youth of this world.

ASDF 2016 participants outside HoA-REC&N Headquarters


